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“Does our class action system work well? Do meritorious claims succeed? Are bad cases set aside? Is the Province of
Québec really a class action heaven? Are some contaminants more likely to get the solicitude of the courts? Is dust,
for example, better than noise?” From the Foreword by André Durocher

Strengthen your research with fresh
insight into the high-profile issues in
environmental class actions
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No other publication covers environmental class actions in
Canada as exclusively as Environmental Class Actions in
Canada. Environmental issues are subject to intense scrutiny by
the news media, and with negative coverage of environmental
class actions comes high reputational risk to businesses and
government entities.
In this practical new work, a leading practitioner in class action
litigation and environmental law approaches this practice area
industry by industry to show how class actions can (or cannot)
help to resolve environmental problems.
The author reviews Hollick and Alcan, the two cases that are the
foundation of environmental class action law in Canada, and
discusses the specific environmental issues they raise. Cases are
reviewed up to December 2017 and include those litigated as
well as class actions that were settled before or after certification
or authorization.

A complete exposé of the issues raised in Environmental Class
Actions in Canada provides you with a thorough analysis to help
you better understand:
• How class action law works in general, and how
environmental laws and regulations address a specific
contamination issue.
• The issues relevant to multiple industries and sectors that
can lead to legal liability, especially environmental class
actions.
• The specific stages of class actions that give a precise idea
of what environmental class actions require, and how these
impact time and budgets.
• How class actions have succeeded or failed in a specific
area, and how they were settled and when.
• The potential for class certification. What are the principles
governing class definition? What are the common issues most
likely to be certified? Will punitive damages also be certified
or will only compensatory damages be given the green light?
• The risk associated with class action litigation. Do you
fight or settle? And, most importantly, at what point must
you move from a defensive mode to a settlement mode?
This book provides the necessary analysis to help you decide
how to proceed.
This publication also highlights the difficulty in determining
the success of a class action, as the plaintiffs’ first and foremost
concern may not be monetary compensation at all but simply
stopping the nuisance.

Zero in on the details you are most
interested in, industry by industry
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André Durocher practises in the areas of class actions,
environmental law, energy law, and Aboriginal law.
André is an experienced litigator and defends clients
before the civil and penal courts and administrative
tribunals. He has defended clients during class actions
in the areas of environmental, consumer protection,
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André defends companies charged with penal
environmental offences or subject to administrative
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co-authored works on class actions and is recognized
throughout Canada as a leading lawyer in his areas of
practice.
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