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Get a complete view of
the public inquiry process
New Publication

Public Inquiries in Canada: Law and Practice
Ronda Bessner and Susan Lightstone

“...It should be required reading for anyone involved with
creating, running, or working with an inquiry.”
Justice Peter K. Doody

Take an inside look at public
inquiries from start to finish
Public inquiries are complex and challenging. The process is flexible, the impacts
are far-reaching, and proceedings are constantly under media scrutiny. Whether
you’re acting as commission counsel, representing participants or witnesses,
or playing another role in the proceedings, you must understand how public
inquiries work in order to fulfill your obligations.
Turn to Public Inquiries in Canada: Law and Practice for insightful legal
analysis, practical precedents, and step-by-step guidance – all brought to life
by first-hand accounts from commissioners, commission counsel, investigators,
journalists, counsellors, and witnesses. Be prepared with the 360-degree view
you need to play an effective role in the proceedings.

Visit store.thomsonreuters.ca/public-inquiries for a complete Table of
Contents, as well as a sample chapter.
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“This wonderful book fills a long-standing need. It provides practical advice
from those who have been there on the myriad tasks involved from a
commission’s establishment, through its staffing, evidence gathering and
presentation of evidence, to the writing of its report. It should be required
reading for anyone involved with creating, running, or working with an
inquiry.”
Justice Peter K. Doody, Commission Counsel to the Elliot Lake Inquiry and Counsel
at the Gomery Inquiry, the Prison for Women Inquiry, and the Sinclair Stevens
Inquiry

“A highly informative, comprehensive and accessible work on the ‘how to’
of public inquiries – from the principles to the practical. This publication
presents a thorough yet concise examination of issues and includes great
observations and insights from those who have conducted public inquiries.”
The Honourable Susan E. Lang, Independent Reviewer of the Motherisk Hair
Analysis Review

“Public Inquiries in Canada: Law and Practice is a must-read practical guide
for governments contemplating establishing an inquiry, Commissioners
and their counsel, lawyers for parties with standing and the interested
public.”
Beth Symes, C.M., LSM

“Public Inquiries in Canada: Law and Practice is an excellent contribution to
our knowledge of the law and the practice of public inquiries. It combines
legal research with well-conducted interviews of those with practical
experience. The volume provides a thorough orientation and handbook
for anyone asked to preside over an inquiry, to serve as counsel to a
Commission, or to act as counsel to a party or an intervener. It also presents
a fascinating perspective on the inquiry for those who wish to study it as a
distinctive part of the machinery of government of Canada.
Mary Eberts, O.C., LSM, Counsel for the Women’s Legal Education and Action Fund
(LEAF) at the Missing and Murdered Women and Girls National Inquiry

“A tremendous resource and a must-read for anyone contemplating
becoming involved in a Public Inquiry and a bible for anyone who takes on
the role of Commissioner or staff, whether legal or administrative.”
Barbara McIsaac, Q.C., Senior Counsel to the Somalia Inquiry and Senior Counsel
for the Government of Canada in the Arar Inquiry
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New Publication

Public Inquiries in Canada: Law and Practice
Ronda Bessner and Susan Lightstone

Insightful analysis and practical guidance from Canadian experts
Ronda Bessner and Susan Lightstone, along with other prominent contributors, share
their expertise honed from years of participating in Canada’s most high-profile public
inquiries.
You’ll benefit from a comprehensive legal overview of an inquiry, as well as practical
guidance on every step in the process – from the calling of an inquiry by a government
to the submission of the commissioner’s report to the aftermath.
Understand the legal challenges so you can navigate the proceedings effectively
Get expert legal analysis in chapters such as The Role of Commission Counsel,
Constitutional Constraints on Public Inquiries, Procedural Fairness and Public
Inquiries, and Rules of Evidence at a Public Inquiry. Legal rights and duties are
discussed, and relevant cases and statutes are analyzed.
Get behind-the-scenes insight that will help you collaborate with all participants
Learn about the experience of participating in a public inquiry from commissioners,
commission counsel, legal and policy analysts, investigators, counselors, witnesses
and journalists. Read their first-hand accounts in chapters such as Reflections on
Serving as Lead Commission Counsel, How to Run a Public Inquiry, Getting the
Message to the Public, Counselling and Outreach at Public Inquiries, and Closing the
Inquiry.
Be prepared by following the best practices of past inquiries
Gain insight from practical references to Canadian public inquiries such as Walkerton,
Arar, Elliot Lake, and Ipperwash. Get step-by-step guidance from sample public
inquiry documents such as terms of reference, rules of procedure and practice,
summonses, and search warrants.
No matter what role you play in the proceedings, Public Inquiries in Canada: Law and
Practice will prepare you to act with confidence.

Order # L7798-8072-66195
Softcover approx. 650 pages
October 2017
978-0-7798-8072-0
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Marlys Edwardh – Susan Lightstone
• Preparing the Report for a Public
Inquiry
–– Writing the Report –
Ronda Bessner
–– The Editor’s Role in a
Commission Report – Dan
Liebman
• Closing the Inquiry: An Interview
with Suzanne Labbé – Susan
Lightstone
• Assessing the Effectiveness of a
Public Inquiry – Ronda Bessner
• Appendices: Precedents and
Legislation
• List of Interviews
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About the Authors and Editors-in-Chief
Ronda Bessner has had extensive experience with public
inquiries, having been the senior legal analyst at five
inquiries including the Walkerton Inquiry (contamination of
drinking water), the Ipperwash Inquiry (the death of Dudley
George in a land claim protest), and the Royal Commission
on the Blood System in Canada (tainted blood). In addition,
Ronda co-designed and co-facilitated two roundtables for
federal Cabinet Ministers on the proposed public inquiry into Missing and
Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls.
During her career, Ronda has taught at a number of Canadian law schools
in the areas of Evidence, Public Inquiries, Criminal Law and Youth Justice.
She has also presented and published on the legal aspects of a number of
topics including child abuse, HIV/AIDS, novel scientific evidence, and state
intervention in pregnancy.
Ronda is Past President of the Women’s Law Association of Ontario and she
co-founded the first Canadian Chapter of the Harvard Law School Women’s
Alliance. Ronda is also an adjudicator on the Consent and Capacity Board.
She was appointed as a lawyer member in 2014.
In 2016, Ronda was awarded the Law Society of Upper Canada Medal for
outstanding service to the legal profession.
Susan Lightstone works in three capacities – as an educator,
lawyer, and writer/editor. She practised banking and
corporate law at the Bank of Canada. She served as the
education director at the National Judicial Institute, the
educational organization that serves the Canadian judiciary.
In 2011, Susan began working with the Ontario Court of
Justice in Toronto, advising the Court on the design,
development, and delivery of their educational programming for justices of
the peace and judges. Currently, she serves as Counsel in the Office of the
Chief Justice, Ontario Court of Justice.
Susan worked as a part-time professor at the Faculty of Law, University
of Ottawa, where she taught persuasive writing. Her work has included
co-authoring several books and has appeared in an array of publications,
including the Canadian Bar Association’s National, the Canadian Medical
Association Journal, The Globe and Mail, and the Ottawa Citizen.
For 15 years, she was a lawyer member of Ontario’s Consent and Capacity Board.

(In Toronto: 416-609-3800)
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